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Rear Admiral Minoru Ota, commanding
officer of the Japanese Navy
Underground Headquarters, and his six
officers shot themselves due to the
Americans' severe attack on the night
of June 13, 1945. In his farewell
telegram to the Navy Vice Admiral, Ota
commended the Okinawan people for
their cooperation and self-sacrifice and
appealed for special consideration for
them.

This is how the Okinawan people have fought the war.

Message number 062016

Please convey the following telegram to the Vice Admiral. The
Prefectural Governor should be the person to relay this report on the
present condition of the war on Okinawa, but the Okinawa Prefectural
Government has no means of communication, and the 32nd Division
Headquarters appear to be thoroughly occupied with their own
correspondence traffic. I feel compelled to file this urgent report though
it is without the consent of the Prefectural Governor.
ce the enemy attacks began, our Army and Navy have been fighting
defensive battles and have not been able to attend to the people of this
prefecture.

Consequently, due to our negligence, these innocent people have
their homes and property to enemy assault. Every man has been
conscribed to defense while women, children, and elders are foreed into
hiding in the small underground shelters which are not tactically
nificant or are exposed to shelling, air raids, and Il wind and rain.
Moreover, girls have devoted themselv wirsing and cooking
as volunteering to carry ammunition and join in attacking the enemy.
This leaves the village people vulnerable to enemy attack whe
ed. In despe

n, some parents have asked the
military to sct their daughters,

r that when the enemy comes,
elders and children will be killed and young women and girls w
taken to private

ned.
sonnel had movec , the volunteer nurses

They are dedicated and

stayed bel 7 wounde
go about their work with a _,:‘:_E
The ry has changed its operations, forcing people to evacuate
Those without transportat
rain, without complaining, all the while searching for food. Ever since
Army and Navy have occupied Okinawa, the inhabitants of this

or and
their heart,
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fought the war.
this reason, I :
special consideration from this day forward.
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This is the orig

Commanding Officer's Room

The FORMER JAPANESE NAVY UNDERGROUND HEADQUARTERS

The Underground talks! The tragedy of war and value of peace.
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